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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

The CPl increased by 1.3 per cent in March 2018 to 120.9 compared to 119.4 in corresponding month of
the preceding year. Among the major groups which recorded increases were the indices for Food & Non-
Alcoholic Beverages (+2.8 per cent), Furnishings, Household Equipment & Routine Household Maintenance
(+2.1 per cent), Health (+2.0 per cent), Housing, Water, Electricity, Gas & Other Fuels (+2.0 per cent),
Restaurants and Hotels (+2.0 per cent) and Education (+1.1 per cent). (Chart 1)

On a monthly basis, CPI decreased 0.3 per cent as compared to February 2018. CPI for the period January-
March 2018 registered an increase of 1.8 per cent as compared to the same period last year.

Chart 1: Consumer Price Index (2010=100): Percentage Change by Main Groups, Malaysia,
March 2018/March 2017
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Index for Sub-Groups Food and Non-Alcoholic Beverages

The overall index for Food & Non-Alcoholic Beverages which accounted 29.5 per cent in the CPI weights,
increased 2.8 per cent in March 2018. The increase was driven by food sub-group index which comprised
of Fish & Seafood (+4.6 per cent), Fruits (+2.0 per cent), Milk & Eggs (+1.6 per cent), Sugar,
Jam, Honey, Chocolate & Confectionery (+1.1 per cent) and Vegetables (+0.9 per cent). Slowing
in pace of 0.9 per cent for the sub-group Vegetable index in March 2018 (February 2018: 1.7 per cent) was
due to the index of goods which showed a drop in most states such as Long Beans (-8.3 per cent),
Round Cabbage (-7.5 per cent) and French Beans (-7.5 per cent). Meanwhile, the index for Food
Away From Home increased 3.9 per cent in March 2018.

Table 1: Consumer Price Index (2010=100): Annual Percentage Change by Sub-Groups Food &
Non-Alcoholic Beverages, Malaysia, March 2018/March 2017

Sub-groups i Perzeel?tr:;;l_r:ﬁzhge Przzgﬂlt;?gt%ﬂ:g]ge
Weight Ig%q%h I;:eb 2018/ March 2018/ Feb 2018/ March 2018/
eb 2017  March 2017 Jan 2018 Feb 2013
Food & Non-Alcoholic Beverages 29.5 131.1 3.0 2.8 0.2 0.5
Food 284 132.0 3.0 29 0.2 0.5
Food At Home 16.9 130.1 23 22 0.1 -1.0
Rice, Bread & Other Cereals 3.5 110.8 1.6 1.6 0.0 0.1
Meat 25 126.6 0.6 1.6 0.6 0.3
Fish & Seafood 4.0 151.5 58 46 1.3 -1.3
Milk & Eggs 1.5 125.3 1.6 1.6 0.7 0.2
Oils & Fats 0.6 119.4 0.8 0.8 0.0 0.3
Fruits 12 133.0 25 2.0 14 04
Vegetables 2.1 132.8 1.7 0.9 -1.5 5.4
Sugar, Jam, Honey, Choc. & 06 137.9 22 11 0.0 0.1
Confectionery
Food Productsn.e.c. 1.0 132.2 1.7 15 0.1 0.0
Food Away FromHome 11.5 1351 43 3.9 0.2 0.1
Coffee, Tea, Cocoa & Non-Alcoholic 11 12,6 0.8 1.0 0.0 0.3
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States Index

In terms of overall CPI, three states surpassed the national CPI rate of 1.3 per cent recorded in March 2018
as compared to March 2017. The states are Selangor & Wilayah Persekutuan Putrajaya (+1.6 per cent),
Melaka (+1.5 per cent) and Wilayah Persekutuan Kuala Lumpur (+1.4 per cent).

Meanwhile, the higher increase in the index for Food & Non-Alcoholic Beverages was reflected in most
states in Malaysia. Four states recorded higher increases for Food & Non-Alcoholic Beverages index above
the national index level (+2.8 per cent) in March 2018 as compared with the corresponding month in 2017.
The index for Food & Non-Alcoholic Beverages rose 4.1 per cent in Wilayah Persekutuan Kuala Lumpur, 3.4
per cent in Sabah & Wilayah Persekutuan Labuan, 3.4 per cent in Johor and 3.1 per cent in Pulau Pinang.
(Chart 2)

Chart 2: Consumer Price Index (2010=100): Annual Percentage Change for Food & Non-
Alcoholic Beverages by State,
March 2018/March 2017
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Core Index

Core inflation rose 1.7 per cent in March 2018 as compared with the same month of the previous year.
Among the major groups which influenced the higher core rate were price increases of Food & Non-
Alcoholic Beverages (+3.0 per cent), Housing, Water, Electricity, Gas & Other Fuels (+2.4 per cent),
Furnishings, Household Equipment & Routine Household Maintenance (+2.1 per cent), Health (+2.0 per
cent) and Restaurants & Hotels (+2.0 per cent). Core inflation differs from overall CPI (headline CPI) where
the former is calculated by excluding prices for goods and services that are subject to fluctuations which
considered transitory in nature and do not have a lasting impact on the underlying trend in inflation. These
include nine of the CPI's most volatile items of fresh food, as well as administered prices of goods and
services.

Table 2: Consumer Price Index (2010=100): Percentage Change of Headline CPI, Seasonally
Adjusted Index and Core Index by Main Groups, Malaysia, March 2018/ March 2017

SEASONALLY

HEADLINE CPI ADJUSTED INDEX CORE INDEX
Vo co  Yerew
Main Group Weight  Index Percentage Change Index Percentage ‘:;I:ie::lt Percentage
Change 9 Change
March March 2018/  March 2018/  Jan-March  March March 2018/ March 2018/
2018 Feb 2018 March 2017  2018/2017 2018 Feb 2018 March 2017
Total 100.0 120.9 0.3 1.3 1.8 120.9 0.3 100.0 1.7
Food & Non-Alcoholic
Beverages 295 1311 05 28 32 1311 0.2 26.5 30
Alcoholic Beverages & 24 165.6 0.1 0.1 0.2 165.6 0.1
Tobacco
Clothing and Footwear 32 97.7 01 0.7 0.6 97.7 01 45 0.7
Housing, Water, Electricity,
Gas & Other Fusls 238 118.3 0.0 20 21 118.3 0.2 26.5 24
Furnishings, Household
Equipment & Routine 41 115.8 0.1 21 23 115.8 0.1 5.5 21
Household Maintenance
Health 19 122.6 0.1 20 21 122.6 0.1 26 20
Transport 14.6 1176 14 -15 13 117.6 14 6.5 0.0
Communication 48 97.2 01 0.7 0.6 97.2 01 6.5 0.7
Recreation Services & 48 112.0 0.0 05 0.4 112.0 0.0 6.5 05
Culture
Education 13 117.9 0.1 11 11 117.5 0.1 18 11
Restaurants and Hotels 29 130.0 0.3 2.0 2.0 130.0 0.3 3.9 2.0
Miscellaneous Goods & 6.7 1145 0.2 04 0.6 114.5 0.2 9.1 04
Services

Non-Food 70.5 116.6 0.2 0.5 1.2 116.6 0.2 - -




Average Price for Selected Items in Malaysia, March 2018 (RM)

Annex 1

No. | Selected ltems Unit Malaysia Johor Kedah Kelantan Melaka
Vegetables
1. Spinach Kg 430 411 3.83 4.39 3.58
2. Ladies Fingers Kg 8.22 8.73 7.74 7.37 7.08
3. Angel Gourd Kg 544 b.&8 433 4.835 551
4. Onions Big, India Kg 456 420 422 412 3.97
B Chilli {(Burung/padi) Import 200 gm 229 2.42 1.82 223 287
&. Red Chilli (Kulai) Kg 14.05 13.74 13.17 1217 13.76
7. Red Chilli (Minyak) Kg 13.36 12.40 13.10 12.31 11.14
. Long Beans Kg 6.02 5.94 561 582 5.14
9. French Beans Kg 8.04 522 8.56 9.00 8.89
10. | Round Cabbage Kg 376 418 347 397 4.00
11. | Cauliflower Kg 772 7.93 727 8.36 7.40
12. | Carrot Kg 4.43 4.42 397 421 4.07
13. Choy Sum, Bunga Ka 5.43 5.65 5.90 4.80 B.51
14. | Tamatoes Kg 545 529 525 4.40 540
15. | Brinjals Kg 7.33 7.93 8.87 E.BE 8.43
16. | Cocumber Kg 3.06 27 285 336 293
Fruits
17. | AppleFuji Each 176 156 1.47 216 1.93
18. | Apple(Green Skin) Each 1.07 117 1.06 1.14 1.06
159. | Apple(Red Skin, Gala) Each 1.16 1.32 1.19 1.20 0.91
20. | Papaya Kg 3.52 315 3.31 3.88 3.76
21. | Pineapple Kg 355 2.78 3.51 383 2.7
22. | Pisang Emas (Banana) Kg 452 3.06 5.18 463 483
23. | Pisang Rastali (Banana) Kg 435 408 455 455 432
24, | Pisang Berangan(Banana) Kg 451 412 B.O7 RE] 428
25, | Watermelon, Seedless Kg 2.45 281 247 1.892 2.38
Coconut & Egos
26. | Coconut Grated Kg 77 7.35 8.02 7.11 8.19
27. | Fresh Cocaonut Milk Kg 10.45 8.91 11.84 10.65 11.40
28. Hen's Egg Grade A 10 each 3.75 3.60 3.53 3.44 3.62
29, | Hen's Egg GradeB 10 each 3.60 356 3.37 3.36 354
30. | Hen's Egg GradeC 10 each 347 3.32 3.23 3.40 3.34
Fish, Chicken & Meat
31. | Black Pomfret(Fish) Kg 25.84 27.80 28.17 2067 27.68
32. | Hardtail 5cad (Fish) Kg 10.06 10,72 9.45 9.06 10.83
33. | Indian Mackerel (Fish) Kg 14.53 16.06 14.88 14.78 16.19
34. | Threadfin Bream (Fish) Kg 14.58 1452 12.79 13.51 1877
35. | Red Snapper (Fish) Kg 31.82 3414 3774 32.33 3427
36. | Spanish Mackerel, Batang (Fish) Kg 30,18 2958 2857 32.04 28.73
37. | Longtail Tuna, Black (Fish) Kg 12.84 12.58 14.27 10.43 14.83
38. | Chicken Kg 832 704 7689 752 779
359. | Beef Kg 33.17 3023 33.57 2924 3NAT
Prawn & Cuttlefish
40. | Prawns (8- 12 cm) Kg 31.82 32.26 28.52 30.95 33.63
41, | Cuttlefish Fresh {(10-12 cm) Kg 24259 2560 23.20 2347 27.49
Food & Beverages
42, | MasilLemak Each 2.582 2.54 2.38 239 285
43. | RotiCanai Each 1.13 0.99 1.01 1.01 1.08
44, | DrinkingWater 500 ml 0.73 0.88 0.568 0.70 0.78
45, | Chicken Satay Each 0.79 0.72 0.72 0.86 0.74
45. | ChickenRice Plate E18 ) 521 508 4.435
47. | Teh Tarik Cup 1.56 1.41 1.28 1.30 1.44
453. | Kopi-O Cup 1.32 1.22 1.08 1.10 1.28
45, | Teh-0O Cup 1.27 1.15 1.04 0.85 1.15
5D, | Milo Cup 1.97 1.76 177 1.60 1.89




Negeri

No. | Selected ltems Unit Sembilan Pahang Perak Perlis Pulau Pinang
Vegetables
1. Spinach Kg 336 3.58 3.60 4.9 342
2. Ladies Fingers Kg 8.61 8.53 8.00 8.43 8.09
3. Angel Gourd Kg 583 519 515 4 81 5.00
4. Onions Big, India Kg 4.30 372 3.99 3.60 3584
5. Chilli {Burung/padi) Import 200 gm 3.00 267 1.97 218 1.60
B. Red Chilli (Kulai) Kg 13.52 13.65 13.48 13.67 13.10
7. Red Chilli (Minyak) Kg 1265 12.32 12.31 11.99 12.36
. Long Beans Kg 6.32 b.60 B.ER 542 6.02
9. French Beans Kg 537 8.72 8.34 1033 8.39
10. | Round Cabbage Kg 352 370 357 3.45 355
11. | Cauliflower Kg 8.20 7.07 7.19 6.00 725
12. | Carrot Kg 3.5 432 414 4.40 3.88
13. | Choy Sum, Bunga Kg 8.75 6.44 5.438 9.00 6.98
14. | Tomatoes Kg 503 516 5.00 EH 487
15. | Brinjals Kg 9.09 8.18 77 534 7.06
16. | Cucumber Kg 2588 269 2.88 320 2.89
Fruits
17. | AppleFuji Each 1.76 1.84 2.02 1.66 2.359
18. | Apple(Green Skin) Each 1.00 1.12 0.97 0.99 1.09
19. | Apple(Red Skin, Gala) Each 1.16 1.15 1.0 1.12 1.24
20. | Papaya Kg 365 332 323 3.81 3.85
21. | Pineapple Kg 2582 313 3.18 265 367
22. | Pisang Emas (Banana) Kg 434 405 418 512 ER4
23. | Pisang Rastali (Banana) Kg 412 3.89 419 - ]
24, | Pisang Berangan (Banana) Kg 4259 4156 444 500 544
25, | Watermelon, Seedless Kg 252 212 2.45 255 273
Coconut & Eggs
26. | Coconut Grated Kg 8.05 8.89 8.20 776 7.5
27. | Fresh Coconut Milk Kg 883 13.26 10.45 11.67 11.47
28. Hen's Egg Grade A 10 each 3.38 377 3.63 3.60 3.63
29 | Hen's Egg GradeB 10 each 350 3.37 3.45 3.34 3.44
30. | Hen's Egg Grade C 10 each 3.30 3.41 3.36 311 3.3
Fish, Chicken & Meat
31. | Black Pomfret (Fish) Kg 2558 2915 2713 26.00 25.98
32. | Hardtail Scad (Fish) Kg 993 10.82 10.71 8.72 9.61
33. | Indian Mackerel (Fish) Kg 16.26 17.38 16.27 817 1415
34. | ThreadfinBream (Fish) Kg 1573 17.03 14.95 13.20 13.65
35. | Red Snapper (Fish) Kg 32.45 32.58 33.23 20.00 33.27
35, (SFF; :Q!ﬁ“ Mackerel, Batang Kg 26.39 34.00 29.34 - 23.25
37. | LongtailTuna, Black (Fish) Kg 10.88 11.38 13.91 12.50 13.06
35. | Chicken Kg 8.01 8.32 8.19 757 8.36
39. | Beef Kg 33.25 30.15 31.92 33.25 34.21
Prawn & Cuttlefish
40. | Prawns (8-12 cm) Kg 3256 34.32 30.02 29.00 30.82
41. | Cuttlefish Fresh{(10-12 cm) Kg 25.34 2521 24 45 22.83 2547
Food & Beverages
42, | MasilLemak Each 2.38 2T 244 2.35 218
43. | RotiCanai Each 1.07 1.09 1.07 1.0 1.10
44. | DrinkingWater 500 ml 0.568 0.79 0.78 0.568 0.64
45. | Chicken Satay Each 0.84 0.73 0.71 0.70 0.74
45. | ChickenRice Plate 558 52 442 476 4 58
47. | Teh Tarik Cup 1.47 1.48 1.34 1.62 1.25
453. | Kopi-O Cup 1.29 1.34 1.12 1.42 1.0
45, | Teh-O Cup 1.25 1.25 1.12 1.35 1.00
50. | Milg Cup 1.89 1.88 1.80 211 1.77




WP

No. | Selected ltems Umnit Teremgganu Putrajaya Selangor WPKL Sabah
Vegetables
1. Spinach Kg 57O 415 317 373 438
2. Ladies Fingers Kg 812 5.2 §.45 532 5.B2
3. Angel Gourd Kg 529 8.61 570 B84 452
4. OnionsBig, India Kg 4 50 387 4.3 575 5.49
5. Chilli (Burung/padi) Import 200 gm 2.39 247 2.459 1.87 -
E. Red Chilli (Kulai) Kg 1367 15.58 12.96 12.94 16.00
7. Red Chilli (Minyak) Kg 12.08 12.37 12.33 14.75 17.08
8. Long Beans Ka 6.28 7.62 582 B.53 4 65
0. French Beans Kg 10.12 10.80 9 50 10.10 5.12
10. | Round Cabbage Kg 3.93 360 3.52 3.51 3.55
11. | Cauliflower Kg 9.00 - 6.97 8.00 064
12. | Carrot Kg 475 468 4.04 415 511
13. | Choy Sum, Bunga Kag 4.00 8.12 6.47 7.22 454
14. | Tomatoes Kg 574 535 5.00 545 6.58
15. | Brinjals Kg 5.44 9.15 8.54 8.49 508
16. | Cucumber Kg 2.80 345 2,60 2.83 3.05
Fruits
17. | AppleFuji Each 2.06 1.20 1.89 1.62 1.34
18. | Apple(Green 2kin) Each 0.95 0.50 0.99 0.89 1.22
19. | Apple(Red Skin, Gala) Each 1.02 0.88 1.26 1.07 1.23
20. | Papaya kg 4.10 3.45 3.97 4 55 2.34
21. | Pineapple Kg 3.50 320 329 437 504
22. | Pisang Emas (Banana) Kg 513 B.BD 4582 503 3.01
23. | Pisang Rastali (Banana) Ka 4 67 - 462 515 289
24. | Pisang Berangan (Banana) Kag 522 4.45 4561 491 3.37
25, | Watermelon, Seedless Kg 219 212 2.69 3.07 -
Coconut & Eggs
26. | Coconut Grated Kg 822 10.00 813 7.00 5083
27. | Fresh Coconut Milk Kg 10.54 12.00 5.75 7.60 953
28. | Hen's Egg Grade A 10 each 3.43 4.00 3.64 3.83 425
29, | Hen's Egg GradeB 10 each 343 3.70 3.52 3.66 412
30. | Hen's Egg GradeC 10 each 3.28 3.43 3.38 3.32 3.54
Fish, Chicken & Meat
31. | Black Pomfret(Fish) Kg 2581 30.72 2715 2506 2437
32. | Hardtail Scad (Fish) Kg 10.08 11.76 10.66 918 10.11
33. | Indian Mackerel (Fish) Kg 1715 17.36 15.39 14.52 10.75
34. | ThreadfinBream (Fish) Kg 1437 1576 16596 165.24 11.28
35. | Red Snapper(Fish) Kg 37.39 3r2z2 34.40 30.58 2452
36. | SpanishMackerel, Batang (Fish) Ka 3553 35.66 31.45 29.43 -
37. | Longtail Tuna, Black (Fish) Kg 13.00 18.45 14.05 12.61 11.20
35. | Chicken Kg 7.89 7.30 7.958 8.29 10.03
39. | Besef Kg 30.91 3550 31.84 35.00 2635
Prawn & Cuttlefizsh
40. | Prawns (8-12 cm) Kg 31.00 35.96 3326 33.588 27.42
41. | Cuttlefish Fresh({10-12 cm) Kg 2750 28.97 27.91 28.49 14.28
Food & Beverages
42 | Masilemak Each 255 272 241 2582 288
43. | RotiCanai Each 1.06 1.12 1.13 1.24 1.3
44. | Drinking'Water 500 ml 0.67 0.80 0.74 077 0.63
45. | ChickenSatay Each 0.68 0.93 0.84 1.15 0.75
45. | ChickenRice Plate 4.85 - 509 B35 6.09
47. | Teh Tarik Cup 1.54 1.67 1.62 1.76 1.92
45. | Kopi-O Cup 1.33 1.43 1.28 1.43 1.58
45, | Teh-D Cup 1.04 155 1.24 1.47 156
50, | Milo Cup 1.77 233 2.05 2.15 2.0




MNo. | Selected ltems Unit Sarawak WP Labuan
Vepetables
1. | Spinach kg 6.78 5.00
2. Ladies Fingers Kg 8.47 7.08
3. | Angel Gourd Kg 5.42 5B
4. | OnionsBig, India kg 4.51 0.00
5. | Chilli (Burung/padi} Import 200 gm - -
8. | Red Chilli {Kulai) Kg 15,48 -
7. | Red Chilli {(Minyak) Kg 21.85 1287
3. | Long Beans Kg 6.82 BAT
8. | French Beans Kg 8.88 6.65
10. | Round Cabbage kg - 4.85
11. | Cauliflower Kg - 7.83
12. | Carrot kg 5.18 6.50
13. | Choy Sum, Bunga Kg r.28 5 &2
14. | Tomatoes Kg 7.98 £33
15. | Brinjals Kg 8.04 591
16. | Cucumber Kg 3.88 350
Fruits
17. | AppleFuji Each 1.99 1.25
18. | AppleiGreen Skin) Each 1.42 1.14
19. | Apple(Red Zkin, Gala) Each 1.54 1.23
20. | Papaya Kg 3.18 273
21. | Pineapple kg 417 497
22. | Pisang Emas (Banana) Kg 2.92 4 00
23. | Pisang Rastali (Banana) Kg 3.24 3.88
24 | Pisang Berangan (Banana) kg 3.66 3.88
25 | Watermelon, Seedless kg - -
Coconut & Eggs
26. | Coconut Grated Kg 553 8.00
27. | Fresh Coconut Milk kg 8.20 -
28. | Hen's Egg Grade A 10 each 3.91 467
29 | Hen's Egg Grade B 10 each 3.67 453
30. | Hern's Egg Grade C 10 each 3.64 467
Fish, Chicken & Meat
31. | Black Pomfret(Fish) Kg 2603 30.00
32. | Hardtail Scad (Fish) Kg 0.54 10.50
33. | Indian Mackerel (Fish) Kg 12.47 14.70
34. | ThreadfinBream (Fish) Kg - 15.00
35. | Red Snapper (Fish) kg 22.40 -
36. | SpanishMackerel, Batang (Fish) Kg - -
37. | Longtail Tuna, Black (Fish) kg 1062 11.75
38. | Chicken Kg 89.73 10.50
35, | Besef Kg 45,95 -
Prawn & Cuttlefizsh
40. | Prawns (8—12 cm) kg 3025 -
41, | Cuttlefish Fresh{10-12 cm) Kg 17.35 16.00
Food & Beverages
42 | Masilemak Each 3.891 260
43, | RotliCanai Each 1.21 1.80
44, | DrinkingWater 500 ml 0.81 0.60
45 | Chicken Satay Each 0.62 0.75
46, | ChickenRice Flate 515 G.00
47, | Teh Tarik Cup 1.87 210
48. | Kopi-O Cup 1.45 1.73
45, | Teh-0 Cup 1.48 1.73
&0, | Milo Cup 2.28 250
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