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Natural Rubber (NR) increased by 5.2 per cent in December 2016

Natural rubber (NR) production increased by 5.2 per cent in December 2016 to 69,727 tonnes as
compared to November 2016. The main contributor of NR production is from smallholding sector with
92.9 per cent.

Average monthly price of Latex Concentrate was 615.88 sen per kilogramme, rose by 77.43 sen per
kilogramme from the previous month. For Standard Malaysian Rubber 20, the average monthly price also
went up by 127.39 sen per kilogramme to 839.55 sen per kilogramme.

Exports of NR in December 2016 recorded at 61,380 tonnes increased by 12.4 per cent as compared to
the previous month. Five main destinations of NR exports were China, Germany, Iran, U.S.A and Finland.

Meanwhile, domestic consumption of NR dropped by 0.9 per cent to 40,838 tonnes within the same
period. Rubber gloves industry remains as a main domestic consumer of NR at 74.9 per cent.

At the end of December 2016, level of NR stocks increased by 10.4 per centto 203,451 tonnes.
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Table 1 presents the principal statistics of rubber for December 2016 while Chart 1 shows the monthly
time series.

Table 1: Principal statistics of rubber, December 2016

Change Change
Principal Statistics [}E;ET:EI‘ "D;f_':‘zer De;g:‘:e : month-on-month year-on-year
(%) (%)

Production
(tonnes) 69,727 66,293 73,584 5.2 52
Exports

tonnes 61,380 54,624 54 154 124 133
( )
Imports
(tonnes) 103,125 95,452 108,656 3.0 -5.1
] &t ti

e R 40838 41196 41374 -0.9 -1.3
(tonnes)
Closing stocks

tonnes 203,451 184,265 177,743 104 145
( )
Murnber of paid workers
(estate) 10,255 10,211 11,636 0.4 119
Salaries & wages (RM'000)
(estate) 16,580 13,227 19,919 253 -16.8

Chart 1: Monthly production, exports, imports, domestic consumption and stocks of natural rubber 2015/2016
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*Notes:

Data for December 2016 is
provisional. The data will be updated based on the latest available figures and subsequently publis
hed in the January 2017 publication.
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