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Natural Rubber (NR) dropped by 4.1 per cent in January 2017

In January 2017, production of natural rubber dropped by 4.1 percentto 66,617 tonnes as compared to
December 2016. Smallholding sector was the main contributor to the production of natural rubber which is
93.7 per cent.

Average monthly price of Latex Concentrate and Standard Malaysian Rubber 20 were 710.70 sen per
kilogramme and 957.23 sen per kilogramme, increased by 15.4 per cent and 14.0 per cent respectively
from the previous month.

Exports of NR in January 2017 decreased by 17.9 per cent to 50,410 tonnes as compared to December
2016. Five main destinations of NR exports were China, Germany, Iran, U.S.A. and Republic of Korea.

Meanwhile, domestic consumption of natural rubber declined by 2.5 per centto 39,861 tonnes within
the same period. The main domestic consumers of natural rubber is dominated by rubber gloves industry
at 74.9 per cent.

Level of NR stocks went up by 8.8 per centto 221,376 tonnes at the end of January 2017.
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Table 1 presents the principal statistics of rubber for January 2017 while Chart 1

shows the monthly time series from January 2016 to January 2017.

Table 1: Principal statistics of rubber, January 2017

Principal Statistics

Production
(tonnes)

Exports

(tonnes)

Imports
(tonnes)

Domestic consumption
(tonnes)

Closing stocks
(tonnes)

Number of paid workers (estate)

Salaries & wages (RM°000) (estate)

January
2017

85,617

50,410

100,433

221,378

10,043

13,419

December

2016

59,435

51,380

103,125

40,873

203,450

10,264

16,632

January
2016

75,448

51,503

109,244

38,530

221,348

11,738

15,655

Change
month-on-month

(%)

-18.3

Change
year-onyear

(%)

0.8

144

-14.3

Chart 1: Monthly production, exports, imports, domestic consumption and stocks of natural rubber 2016/2017
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*Notes:

Data for January 2017 is
provisional. The data will be updated based on the latest available figures and subsequently publis
hed in the February 2017 publication.
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